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Editor’s Note Marina Lee

During the year, many brothers and sisters at
church were suffering from stubborn diseases.
This prompted me to set the theme of this issue
of "The Seed" as: Obedience, Hope and
Gratitude. I hope that through our humility, we
know that we can only obey before God and
look up to God in times of difficulty. Only by
the glory of God’s healing can we experience
His promise, therefore, we offer our endless
thanksgiving in return. Later, editor Agnes
added a phrase to the theme: "The joy in
knowing Jesus", which further characterizes
that as Christians, we live in Christ and we
shout for Joy to God, regardless of our
circumstances. As apostle Paul said:

“Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it
again: Rejoice!”

“I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you
renewed your concern for me.”

(Philippians 4:4, 4:10)
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The joy of knowing Jesus Michael Lai

When | received Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour,
| knew my life would last forever.

With knees kneeling, | admit my sins and repent,
Jesus Christ forgives and understands.

As | keep reading the Bible,
God’s Word guide me out of trouble.

While | walk with God in awe,
| experience His grace for sure.

Going through life’s ups and downs,
There have been many blessings to count.

This is how | get to know Jesus more and more;
My joy and faith in Him assure.
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Cross the Bridge When You Get to It Brian Lee

There is a Chinese Saying {MREIEEEEHAE) and
the English equivalent is probably “Cross the Bridge
When you Get to It”.

| think this is a topic that is worth thinking about,
especially in the time we live in. It is very common
to find people who are suffering from anxiety,
stress or depression these days. In contrary, are
you filled with joy and peace when you go to work
each day? Research has shown that even retired
older folks can feel stressed these days, mostly for
different reasons like finances, health, etc.

There seems to be a lot of problems around the
world: war, famine, unstable global economies,
illegal migrants, climate change, gun violence,
pandemic, substance abuse and declining
morality.... The list goes on. All you have to do is to
read the news. | often hear young people talking
and reminiscing the “good old days”. It seems they
are not happy with today and definitely are not
looking forward to the future. Is there really
something worth hoping for in the future? Do you
look back more than you look forward? Do you
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prefer not to talk about the future because of fear
and uncertainty?

To be able to cross the bridge when you get to it
suggests that everything will be fine when the time
comes. Will it really? If what is said is true, why
should we worry? So is there a difference between
a Christian who believes in God compared with
someone who can only trust himself or herself?

As Christians, there is a big difference in the hope
that we have. Romans 15:13 tells us that Hope
comes from God. It is God who gives us Hope! We
also have to believe or have Faith so God fills our
hearts with Joy and Peace. So, Joy and Peace do
not come from external circumstances like buying a
new car, or getting a job promotion. Of course,
God blesses us with material things, good health
and good relationship. But these are not our
source of joy and peace. Joy and Peace come from
God because we believe in Him.

By relying on the Power of the Holy Spirit, we have
great Hope! This is a powerful message from
Romans 15:13,

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in him,

65



so that you may overflow with hope by the power
of the Holy Spirit.”

Marina & | and our older daughter Catherine came
to Canada in the early 1990’s. We were blessed
that Marina has many relatives and friends in
Toronto. They showed us great hospitality and
made us feel welcome when we first arrived. After
a few weeks of exploring Toronto, being invited out
for dinners, | suddenly realized that the money that
we had was disappearing quickly after buying a few
things. | felt anxious and needed to find work so
that we could have an income. We were faced with
the reality that we needed to survive in this new
place. This anxiety had definitely affected me
although | kept it to myself. One day | read
Matthew 6 that we should not be worried. Thisis a
passage that | am familiar with but at that moment,
it felt like God was speaking directly to me. “Do not
worry about your life, what you will eat or drink, or
about your body, what you will wear.... Look at the
birds of the air. Your heavenly Father feeds then.
Look at the flowers of the field. God takes care of
them and clothes them too. Why do you lack
faith?” | have hung on to that promise since then,
and | began to look forward in a positive way.
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| also want to introduce another formula from the
Bible:

Watch in hope for the Lord + Wait for God
= God will hear me!

Micah lived around 700BC. It was a difficult time in
the history of Israel. It was a time just before the
fall of Israel and the invasion of Judah. The people
were corrupted, they disobeyed God and
worshipped idols. They had totally turned away
from God. Verses 1-6 of Chapter 7 described the
total depravity of the people. Yet in verse 7 of
Chapter 7, there is a total change of perspective.
Just like in @ movie, the camera was showing the
hopeless situation around Micah, then it panned
towards Micah and Micah made this statement,
“but as for me...” Micah did not let the corruption
and evil around him drag him down. He did not
belong to this world. He turned to God and waited
for God and totally trusted God. So even though
your current circumstances may be difficult, the
world around you may be collapsing, we need to
redirect our focus not on this world, but towards
God. Let us learn from Micah: putting his trust in
God — the God of salvation for He will surely listen
to us.

67



We have also experienced a lot of waiting at MCPC.
We waited for the purchase of land in the late
1980s, we waited to raise funds for this sanctuary.
We were part of the congregation that moved into
this beautiful new building at 2250 Denison Street
in Markham in the early 1990s. When we ran out
of space for various ministries, we waited with
hope that God would give us His perfect plan and
resources for the Phase 2 expansion. We
experienced many miracles that happened through
the building program...too many to list them here.
We saw God’s hand guiding us and opening doors
for us whenever we felt discouraged.

How should we wait? Be strong and let your heart
take courage. Waiting is not sitting around doing
nothing. We stay alert, we are ready to obey God’s
instructions. We pray continuously!

The third and last Bible passage | want to share is
probably quite familiar to you all. Revelation 3:20.
We know it is Jesus Christ who is knocking on the
door. Is this directed to non-Christians or the
lukewarm Christians of Laodicea? | want to focus
on what happened after the door was opened.
Jesus went in, had dinner and fellowship with the
people who opened the door.
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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, it is so important
that we follow God all the time. Do you leave room
for God to show His love and sovereignty? Or do
you try to do everything yourself that you shut out
God and never allow Him to be close to you and to
love you? Your only Hope is from God, be close to
him.

Being a Christian is not being a member of a club or
an institution. You experience God when you want
that relationship with Him because like the father
of the prodigal son, he is always waiting for you.
Think about your relationship with Jesus Christ. Is it
confined to a series of rituals on Sundays and doing
some tasks for the church? Or are you genuinely
inviting Him to walk with you daily? It is time for us
to renew and deepen that relationship.
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