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Editor’s Note Marina Lee

Jesus Christ lived on earth for 33 years. Markham Chinese
Presbyterian Church has also stood in the land of Markham
for 33 years amidst countless storms and hardship.
Although Jesus Christ spent most of his life in poverty and
suffering, He lived a holy life with His disciples and
promised eternal life to those who believe in Him. He
performed miracles, just like this publication of "The Seed",
as only two articles were received one week before the
deadline. Miraculously, after an urgent invitation from our
co-editor Agnes, numerous articles with rich contents,
precious pictures and memorable text flew in like
snowflakes. This miracle proves that God provides and that
brothers and sisters in Markham Chinese Presbyterian
Church can strongly unite to build up and support each
other in response to the Lord's 33 years of joy and peace, as

well as His abundant grace and blessings to His children.

“You grant them peace from days of trouble ...
When anxiety was great within me, your
consolation brought me joy.” (Psalm 94:13...19)
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Thank you, God! Pastor Lawrence Leung

| thank God for His MERCY to me this year. Heis a
merciful God. It has two parts, which happened
last year but extended to this year. Part one is
about the ministry here in MCPC. Last year was a
difficult year. The English pastor left in July. |
thank the Heavenly Father for a good leadership
team that we have our faithful pastors, elders and
managers to share the work. Our English sisters
and brothers were considerate. Their welcoming
attitude warmed me. It was encouraging for me
to continue to run the race that God has given
me. | learned from their friendly acceptance of
people who are different from them like me. And
| feel we are in God's family. | have more time to
get along with them and know them better. And
as time goes by, the relationship builds up and my
love for them increases too. Thank God for giving
me the opportunity to learn from our English-
speaking sisters and brothers. They are faithful
and genuine in loving God.

Part two is about my family of origin. Last year my
oldest sister and my brother-in-law in Hong Kong
were to be with The Lord in March and June
respectively. | could not go back to HK to say

goodbye to them because of COVID. It hurt. It
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was hard. It was not easy to accept losing two
loved ones in a short time. Lots of old memories
popped up...their voices and faces... | thank God
for His mercy that Jesus' salvific love promises that
we will meet again in heaven. This did comfort
and strengthen me. It lasted as an aftermath that
since my oldest sister passed away, the remaining
five siblings began to have Zoom meetings every
Sunday night (our Eastern Standard Time). We live
in different places but we can see each other on
Zoom. We chat about everything without hiding
any of our feelings, thoughts and perspectives. It's
totally relaxing. Though | am usually out of energy
on Sunday nights, | really enjoy the moment and
chat until midnight. | thank God that He let me
born in such a wonderful family with loving
siblings. As a whole for the year, | thank God and
learn the lesson that: "God has MERCY to me
through people." Glory be to God! Amen.

I'm glad to share with you about myself because
you are my family members in God's house.
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33 Years of Joy and Peace Rebecca Lam

At this Christmas season, my heart is especially
thankful for all the years | have been in MCPC. Joy
and peace flood my soul as the bygone years’
reflections flash past my mind.

The first one is the MCPC choir presentations of
musicals, cantatas...in past years on Easter,
Thanksgiving and Christmas to commemorate the
events of Christ’s life. Through the melody and
lyrics, Jesus’ spirit is brought to life! Hopefully this
Covid-19 time will soon be gone and the choir can
resume bringing peace and joy to us again!

2018 Cantonese Choir Gathering
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The second is the preaching of various pastors on
Sunday services. Their sermons on different topics
relating to the Bible nourish my soul and bring
peace and joy in my mind. These sermons

have enabled me to follow Jesus’ teaching,
“Remain in me and | will remain in you.” (John
15:4)

The third one is the sweet fellowship of brothers
and sisters. We share our burdens and pray for
one another. Thursday’s prayer meeting via Zoom
is the venue for us to pray for one another.

The fourth one is the in-depth Sunday school Bible
study on Tuesday night via Zoom. The lessons we
have had are amazingly inspiring and thought
provoking. A lot of new ideas dawned on me as
key verses were thoroughly discussed. | learn to
appreciate more the inspirational teaching and
messages of the Bible.

Amazing grace! Thank you, God!

Amazing joy and peace! Thank you, MCPC!
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The Second Coming of Jesus Christ
Wing K. Lam

During Christmas, Christians celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ. Jesus came to this world more than
two thousand years ago to redeem us from our
sins so we can become the children of God.

Do you know Jesus promised to come to this world
again before he sacrificed Himself on the cross? In
John 14:2-3, Jesus told His disciples, “In my
Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so,
would | have told you that | go to prepare a place
foryou? And if | go and prepare a place for you, |
will come again and will take you to myself, that
where | am you may be also.”

All Christians anticipate the second advent of our
Lord Jesus, but do you know the time? We can
find the answer in Matthew 24 where Jesus
detailed the signs which would indicate the time
of His second coming.

Let me list the signs below and see whether these
signs are appearing in the current time:

1. “For many will come in my name claiming ‘I
am the Christ’ and will deceive many.”
26



(Matthew 24:4). In the last several decades,
we have seen the appearance of many anti-
Christ. Even now, we have witnessed Falun
Gong (also known as Falun Dafa). Its
founder Li Hongzhi asks his followers to
have faith in his teaching in order to achieve
truth, virtue and perseverance.

. “You will hear war and rumours of wars.
Nation will rise against nation and kingdom
against kingdom.” (Matthew 24:6-7) In
February 2022, Russia invaded Ukraine.
Tens of thousands of people were killed or
injured during the war. Mr. V. Putin, the
President of Russia, has even threatened
the use of nuclear weapons if NATO gets
involved.

. “There will be famines and earthquakes in
various places.” (Matthew 24:7) Recently,
famines have occurred in several countries
in Africa like Sudan and Ethiopia. There
were also earthquakes in countries like
Taiwan, Indonesia and the Philippines,
causing tremendous loss in lives and
properties.
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4. “Then you will be handed over to be
persecuted and put to death, and you will be
hated by all nations because of me.”
(Matthew 24:9) According to recent
statistics, for the last 100 years, Christians
who were killed for their faith in Jesus
amounted to 14,400,000. Even nowadays,
Christians are often killed in countries like
Nigeria, Iran and Egypt.

5. “The gospel of the kingdom will be
preached in the whole world as a testimony
to all nations and then the end will come.”
(Matthew 24:14) Because of the advance in
technology, we are now able to spread the
gospel to every country in the world
through the internet. The Billy Graham
Evangelical Association has made use of
Internet Evangelism to spread the gospel to
the unsaved in different parts of the
world. In the last 10 years, close to ten
million visits were made to their website:
Search for Jesus by hungry souls.

Although we have seen currently all the signs
which indicate the imminent return of Jesus

28



Christ, we do not know the exact date. Jesus had
said, “No one knows about the day or hour, not
even the angels in heaven, not the Son, but only
the Father.” (Matthew 24:36) All we know for
sure is that Jesus will return at any time. Jesus
asked His disciples to be vigilant. We read in
Matthew 24:42-44, “Therefore keep watch,
because you do not know on what day your Lord
will come. But understand this: If the owner of the
house had known at what time of night the thief
was coming, he would have kept watch and would
not have let his house be broken into. So you must
be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an
hour when you do not expect him.”

Since we know our Lord Jesus can return at any
time, how should we prepare for His return? We
can find the answer in the Parable of Talents in
Matthew 25:14-30. In the parable, Jesus narrated
the story of the master of the house who gave
different amounts of talents to his servants before
he went on a journey. After a long time, the
master returned and asked his servants to settle
the accounts with him. The servant who had
received five talents told his master he had made
five more talents. His master praised his
faithfulness and put him in charge of many
things. The servant who received one talent told
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his master that he had hidden the talent in the
ground because he was afraid to lose the

talent. The master scolded this lazy and wicked
servant, took the talent from this worthless
servant and threw him outside into the darkness.

The Parable of the Talents teaches us to be faithful
servants for our Lord. Since we have all received
different talents (gifts) from God, we should
therefore make the best use of these talents to
serve Him in our lives. Our lives in this world are
short. We should save treasures in heaven
without wasting any time before the imminent
second advent of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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