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Editor’s Note Marina Lee

Lord! Thank you! Thank you for the past thirty-two years!
Although the Markham Chinese Presbyterian Church has
gone through countless trials and hardships: the building of
2 church phases; the coming and going of numerous pastors
and church workers; the expansion of congregations to the
current Cantonese, English and Mandarin churches; the
establishment of more than a dozen fellowships and small
groups; you help us realize that as long as we live a happy
and beautiful life, we can witness the truth of “those who
sow in tears will reap with joy”. The pictures and articles
published in this issue of “The Seed”, whether they are
travel notes, evangelical meeting notes, biographies, photos
or poems, all let us know that under many imperfect
circumstances, the members of our church will continue to
comfort, protect, build and support each other in response to
the endless grace and blessings the Lord has given us over
the past 32 years!

“How can we thank God enough for you in return for all
the joy we have in the presence of our God because of

you?” (1 Thessalonians 3:9)
A Return to Contents 3X[0] H §f
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Remembering 32 Years of MCPC Brian Lee

MCPC started as a church planting ministry by our
mother church Chinese Presbyterian Church (CPC)
located at Beverley Street in downtown Toronto.
The Agincourt Mission started in September 1979
and worshipped at the Knox Presbyterian Church at
4156 Sheppard Avenue E. On December 13, 1989,
MCPC became an independent congregation with the
plan to move into a new church building on Denison
Street, Markham the following year.
Over these last 30+ years, we saw a lot of changes
and growth. We give praise to God.

Fellowship

Year | Event Pastoral
Staff

1990 | Independent congregation | Vincent
worshipping at Knox Lee,
Presbyterian Church in Alan Goh,
Scarborough on Sunday Milton Wan
afternoons

1991 | Fundraising for church Vincent
building with Choir signing | Lee,
“Great is Thy Faithfulness” | Alan Goh,
Congregation visited new | Milton
church site in Markham Wan,
The “Chinese Group” was | Brian
renamed as Jireh Chung




1992 | First Sunday worship at Gregory Yu,
new church on February 23 | Vincent
Church dedication and Lee,
thanksgiving worship on Alan Goh,
April 12 Milton
Rev. Gregory Yu became Wan,
our new Minister Brian
The college cell group Chung
became the College
Fellowship

1993 | MCPC became part of the | Gregory Yu,
new Presbytery of Oak Vincent
Ridges Lee,
Ordination of Rev. Alan Alan Goh,
Goh Milton Wan
Added two portable
classrooms for Sunday
School and fellowships

1994 | The Chinese Career Gregory Yu,
Fellowship became the Vincent Lee
Career Fellowship

1995 | Ordination of Rev. Vincent | Gregory Yu,
Lee Vincent Lee

Joshua Fellowship started
Mandarin Ministry was
formed

Mandarin Fellowship
started




1996

“Read Through the Bible in
a Year”

The Markham Presbyterian
Chinese School was
restructured into the MCPC
Education Centre

“Walk Through the New
Testament”

The Career Fellowship was
renamed as Koinonia
Fellowship

Resignation of Rev.
Gregory Yu

Gregory Yu,
Vincent Lee

1997

Mandarin Sunday Worship
started

Rev. Vincent Lee became
the Moderator

Pastor Tung Hoi Yu joined
the pastoral staff
Children’s Choir musical
presentation of “Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolour
Dreamcoat”

Vincent
Lee,
Tung Hoi
Yu

1998

Galilee Fellowship started
Ichthus Fellowship started
Term eldership of 6 years

started

“Experiencing God” study
sessions

Vincent
Lee,
Tung Hoi
Yu




English Family Cell Group
started
Mandarin Sister Fellowship
started

1999 | MCPC Vision Statement Vincent
was announced Lee,
Tung Hoi
Yu
2000 | Pastor Tung Hoi Yu Vincent
resigned. Lee,
Doreen Mak joined as part- | Tung Hoi
time English church worker | Yu, Doreen
Leadership training: “Put Mak
out into Deep Waters”
Vision sharing and
Building fundraising dinner
“Joyful Family Circle”
started
Phase 2 project drawings
approved by The PCC
Architectural Committee
and site plan drawings were
approved by the Town of
Markham
2001 | Rev. Alan Goh returned to | Vincent
MCPC to be the English Lee,
Ministry pastor Alan Gonh,
Doreen

Trinh




2002 | Pastor Billy Pang became | Vincent
the part-time Mandarin Lee,
church worker Alan Goh,
Pastor Vincent Lee Billy Pang
resigned in June
2003 | Start of Evangelism Alan Goh,
Explosion classes Billy Pang
2004 | Lawrence Leung came to Lawrence
MCPC as a church worker | Leung, Alan
in September Goh,
Phase 1 building mortgage | Billy Pang
was paid off
Congregation approved to
proceed with Phase 2
building program
Resignation of Pastor Billy
Pang
2005 | Start of 3-year Bible Lawrence
Reading Program Leung, Alan
Alpha Course started in Goh,
English Ministry John Wong
Phase 2 building program
ground-breaking
Rev. John Wong became
the part-time Mandarin
church worker
2006 | Phase 2 building dedication | Lawrence
ceremony Leung, Alan
Goh,
John Wong
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2007 | Ordination of Rev. Lawrence
Lawrence Leung Leung, Alan
Completion of the 3-year Gonh,

Bible Reading Program John Wong

2008 | Ordination of Rev. Allen Lawrence
Ye Leung, Alan

Goh,
John Wong

2009 | Renting out Phase 2 Lawrence
classrooms for ESL classes | Leung, Alan
MCPC’s 20" Anniversary | Goh,

The Family Fellowship John Wong
changed its name to True
Vine Fellowship

2010 | Resignation of Rev. Alan Lawrence
Goh Leung, Alan
English Sunday School and | Goh,

VBS volunteers training John Wong
“Come and See
Fellowship” started

2011 | MCPC Gospel Conference | Lawrence

“Which Way?” Leung, John
Wong

2012 | Christian Park joined Lawrence
MCPC as an intern for Leung, John
Children Ministry. Wong,

Dr. Dennis Ngien became | Christian
our English Advisory Park

Pastor
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Cantonese and Mandarin
ministries started using the
Chinese Union Version
(Revised) Bible

Hakka Fellowship started

2013 | Rev. John Wong retired. Lawrence
“Divine Love” dinner and | Leung, John
outreach concert Wong,

Christian
Park

2014 | Pastor Lana Hu became the | Lawrence
part-time Mandarin church | Leung, Lana
worker Hu,

Dr. Dennis Ngien acted as | Christian
English Advisory Pastor for | Park
part of 2014

2015 | Rev. Paul Johnston became | Lawrence
the English Pastor Leung, Paul
Badminton Training for Johnston,
Children outreach Lana Hu,
Induction of Adrian Lo as | Adrian Lo
Part-Time Children
Director

2016 | Rev. Lawrence Leung Lawrence
completed his D. Min. Leung, Paul
degree from Tyndale Johnston,
University College & Lana Hu,
Seminary Adrian Lo

12




In light of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada
discussion on human
sexuality, Session affirmed
that the Bible teaches
marriage is between one
man and one woman for
life

2017 | MCPC Retreat: “Know Our | Lawrence
Vision Statement” Leung, Paul
MCPC Vision was updated | Johnston,
20" Anniversary of the Lana Hu,
Mandarin Service Adrian Lo
Education Centre closed
after completing its mission

2018 | Resignation of Pastor Lana | Lawrence
Hu Leung,
Resignation of Adrian Lo Paul
Rev. Kai Tang became the | Johnston,
part-time Mandarin church | Lana Hu,
worker Kai Tang,
Binken Li started as a Adrian Lo
seminary student intern
English Ministry started
using a 3-year Sunday
School curriculum: The
Gospel Project

2019 | Pastor Adrian Lo returned | Lawrence
as Full Time Youth Leung,

Director

13




MCPC’s “dreams and Paul

potential actions” were Johnston,

developed Kai Tang

Congregational meeting to | Adrian Lo

discuss the issue of human

sexuality

2020 | Resignation of Rev. Kai Lawrence

Tang Leung,

Many ministry activities Paul

were suspended due to Johnston,

COVID-19 Kai Tang

Started livestreaming of Adrian Lo

worship services

In-person worship services

were suspended, resumed

but then suspended again

2021 | Resignation of Rev. Paul Lawrence

Johnston Leung,
Paul
Johnston,
Adrian Lo

14
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My Enriched Church Life Rebecca Lam

at MCPC

These 3 articles reflected my blessed church life at
Markham Chinese Presbyterian Church. They were
originally published in previous issues of “The
Seed”. To celebrate MCPC’s 32" anniversary, I’d
like to share them with the congregation once again
to glorify our Lord. It is truly His grace that | can
sing praises to Him in various ways throughout the

years.

MCPC and |

| am thankful to the Lord that decades ago, He led
my family and me to the Toronto Chinese
Presbyterian Church where my teenage son and
daughter, through joining the Youth Fellowship,
met their life-long partners. It has been a blessing
for me to see their families grow with children and
also in their steadfast faith in God. My son-in-law
is now serving as a Senior Pastor at Scarborough
Community Alliance Church and my daughter-in-
22



law serves God actively in her church and through
community work. My heart brims with
thankfulness for God's provision! My prayer is that
they all, including my six grandchildren, put God
first in their lives and bring honour to Him in
whatever they do.

Singing in the choir has been a major role in my
Christian ministry. | have been a choir member
since | was a teenager and have thoroughly
enjoyed worship, adoration and praise to my Lord
and Saviour through hymns and sacred music.
Words of the songs, as | sing, move from my mind
to my heart. When | sing, | feel elevated and
transformed to be in union with Him; my body is
refreshed; emotions recharged and my spirit is
renewed! Very often while | do my daily chores,
walk in the garden or even in my sleep, words and
melodies of the hymns flash into my mind and
flood my soul:

"Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee... how
great Thou art, how great Thou art..."

"I walk in the garden alone, while the dew is still
on the roses... and He walks with me and He talks
with me..."

23



"...I know who holds the future, and | know who
holds my hand."

“...Trust and obey, for there's no other way, to be
happy in Jesus, but to trust & obey."

These song verses help to express my sweet
relationship with God. Jesus' unconditional love
for me, His sacrifice and suffering on the cross is
too much for me to comprehend! | have no
worries for tomorrow for He is there watching
over me and all | have to do is to trust and obey
Him.

| have been a choir member of MCPC since 2003.
It is my wish that the MCPC choir, through their
choral singing every Sunday and through special
presentations on Christmas, Thanksgiving and
Easter, will transform the hearts of the
congregation and help them worship our almighty
God.

To God be the glory! MCPC is my home of
worship!
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Only a Choir member

Music plays an integral and important part in
church worship. It elevates the solemnity and
sacredness of the atmosphere. It draws us closer
to the Almighty God to comprehend His greatness
and infinite love. Just like the furnishings and
decorations in the church, like the stained glass,
the picturesque windows, the cross, the altar, the
organ, the piano, the pews, the lights and the
flowers..., they are various instruments to lead us
to appreciate the holiness and serenity of God
Almighty.
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Throughout my almost twenty years in MCPC and
a few years prior to that in Agincourt, | have been
a choir member. The immense joy of singing is
incredible. The music and words move my spirit
and draw me into a better relationship with God. |
am awed and touched by His presence. At night in
my sleep, the melodies and tunes resound in my
mind and the words echo back and forth, so sweet
and so tender, as if God is speaking to me.

Our choir practises every Friday night and presents
the anthem in our Sunday service. We sing in
English, Cantonese and Mandarin. The repertoire
is varied to suit the special occasions of the year
(e.g., Christmas, Good Friday, Easter,
Thanksgiving...etc.). Through the gifted composers
and musicians, the life of Jesus is brought alive.
We share in His suffering and glory and we
experience His love, power, forgiveness and
faithfulness.

"Away in a manger,
No crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus

Laid down His sweet head..." (Christmas)

30



"On a hill far away
Stood an old rugged cross,

The emblem of suffering and shame..." (Good
Friday)

"Upon the grave He arose,
With a mighty triumph over His foe...

He arose! Hallelujah, Christ arose." (Easter)

"Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to
the holy one,

Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ His
son..." (Thanksgiving)

Sometimes our choir sang jointly with other
churches too, once singing "No Greater Love" with
downtown CPC. Oh! How we practised long and
hard! We also sang with Markham Chinese Baptist
Church, with Toronto Chinese Church in
devotional meetings and the Bridle Trail Baptist
Church, singing “A Thrill of Hope”. What an
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awesome and fulfilling experience with our joint
voices that reached to the sky, praising God!

Thank God for the privilege of being a choir
member in MCPC. Thank God for giving me life,
breath and a voice to sing praises to His name. In
return, He has rewarded me with inner peace, joy
and strength to face my everyday life. My prayer is
that God will help me to be more like Him and be
a blessing to others.

"For | am convinced that neither (nothing)... will be
able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 8:38-39)
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Why do human live?

Only given a chance to believe.
Before my birth God planned.
After | die in Him I rest.

| bring away nothing I collected.

| leave only memory to my folks.
My lifetime will fly away.

Only this life to accept Christ.

My grandkids will forget me.

My essays nobody read.

Why do I toil my whole life?

To glorify God among folks.

Gain or loss does not matter.

Only how I relate to God and man.
Commit and connect to b and s.
Brothers and sisters is Church.
This physical Church for 32 years
Seems closer than actual family.
Don’t tardy my brothers and sisters

Remember to act as you grow!
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Key message:

Even cold gags cause unhappy families.

Piety better expressed in restraining the tongue.

Love is patient love is kind,

It keeps no record of wrongs .

Love endures (perseveres).

Faithfulness is peace in the Lord.
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Key message:

Near or after death experience may suggest a
glimpse of the visual appearance and feeling of
heaven. However, what counts is

When you become God’s people, on your way to
heaven,

You look like our Father in heaven,

Feel like

Sound like

Smell like

Act like

Think like Him.

Preaching the gospel to our neighbours is
glorifying God, being like Himself is also
glorifying God!
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