


9}“ ﬁ ZX+=3 Issue #73 Page

B 8% Contents

1. Editor’s Note Marina Lee 3
2. AJA&M: MARAH Blessings Galore 4
21 HABEKEGEHA R AT 5
2.2 r%%é}?iJ ¥R R D Z ¥ fat 6
2.3 IAeEALARIH A SARE 4R 22
24 FEFYEREREALE R 2= B 45 23
25 AArz REBEHE 43

26 S50BFT... —ELERGFA HIHHE 45
27 A& m, #BEEZH Tammy Leung 51

28  dapP AR MRAFMKE 63
29  FH P A HH o 68
2.10 AL A6 A\ dafe FHFAE 70
BRI F N
211 ExaFENEIE (D) RIET, 79
R & B 45
2.12 Unexpected Blessings Paul Johnston 103
2.13 Nothingis Impossible Linda Liu 107
2.14 God Provided Phase 2 Brian Lee 111

2.15 We are God's Image Bearers Wing Lam 117

3. &HKE B Y E 121



Editor’s Note Marina Lee

Praise the Lord! Markham Chinese
Presbyterian Church is now 31 years old!
Looking at the photo taken in 2005 by the
Joshua Fellowship in the article "Let Heaven
and Earth Praise Him" [ X .3 £ | | the
babies in their parents’ arms are now a high
school students in the Light Fellowship. Time
flies! Yet the Lord’s abundant blessings never
stop and they are always surrounding us! The
pictures and articles posted in this issue of "The
Seed", whether they are travel journals, photos
or poems, they all bear witness to the Lord’s
protection and connection of various members
in the body of Christ (our church). Let us
continue to comfort and support each other and
say to Him with faith: “Lord! Here am I, send
me!”

“And God is able to bless you abundantly,
so that in all things at all times, having all that
you need, you will abound in every good
work.” (2 Corinthians 9:8)






BAREEREH R AR AT

Bz = —H

BETITRER T EEIRE - BLBZEZ L
B REIPTEZIEE - R IRE
2 (S0 ERE T B o

(FraEraE 5 6-7 )



[ R £ | &R RE FA R

U 17 B 38 35 5 i BE ] 7E MY 2 T
EfM I EMBE T EEEEN | FE
A i K E 7T F 7% 3 FE M - 7 E i 5=
HIA 1EHFE M | AR E AT =
FE A1 ZE | 7 28 52 JF fi 5 1 (55
150:1-2, 6)

LI RSN | SRBEE R LR
Nyigie BB EZRBMFTEN EE - 8
AREENEAE S - HIPI R FRIEAY L
REEGE—H > THEETZH > REEE
TGRS =+ —HF - gk Mg R
ML > HRIEREGHARR T RItEESS | 2
—HEeraK O BEEA o ER =T ERAEE
HHYES o PRICZAD - SFRIA B gk e ]
FE 1565 Knox REGHVR G =-F—FKH
FIEEZHEEN AT - M EHGEE > "
SRR - AERRARF IR ERY T ORI
5= ERsEFRMIRIH - SEHTEY - EEUEIRST
WIS - REREE -

WAL LB R R EFRARN R
X BV E SR o A DUE B BRI
FReH ST Y S EAS - BB E]
marinasmlee @ gmail.com ZEHY °

6



Markham Chinese Presbyterian Church
1989-2020 A4 EPEABFHEEE




Building Phase Il
hni2_#f 2005




1990 55 HE
| Choirat
_Knox

| 5 |

Trustees and Phase Il Building Committee 3E{S:EA - BT N
withthe architectand the contractor —HiEEZZ SR R#FEH
| i

stservice
at new MCPC




Fellowship-in-Christ & Galilee Retreat
EERMAFMEZIEESE 2013
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Then the rocks praise ye out_"Lprd :
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The clouds and mists blow out
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The land plays with great tunes and beats
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Sounds of praise will never die
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Serve the Lord and worship Him
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*_Sing loud.above all things |
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Infinite glory to God

Jireh Fellowship
LXEJJI?: 2019
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Jesus, all laud, honour and power to you
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Let the praise fly in high skies like the winds
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Letthe praise splashin seas with great big waves
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Sing loud above all things
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Jesus, all laud, honour and power to you
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Then the rocks praise ye our Lord
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The wind, rain, light chime in
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The clouds and mists blow out
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The land plays with great tunes and beats
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. Koinonia Fellowship 4
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Sounds of praise will never die
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Serve the Lord and worship Him

Sing loud above all things
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Jesus, all laud, honour and power to you
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Let the praise fly in high skies like the winds
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Sing loud above all things
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Jesus, all laud, honour and power to you
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Jesus, all laud, honour and power to you
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https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%B3%95%E8%80%81
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E8%83%A1%E5%A4%AB
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https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E7%9F%B3%E6%9D%90
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%AD%90%E6%B4%B2
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%8F%A4%E7%BE%85%E9%A6%AC
https://zh.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%E5%9F%83%E5%8F%8A%E5%8F%A4%E8%B9%9F%E6%9C%80%E9%AB%98%E5%A7%94%E5%93%A1%E6%9C%83&action=edit&redlink=1
https://zh.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%E5%9F%83%E5%8F%8A%E5%8F%A4%E8%B9%9F%E6%9C%80%E9%AB%98%E5%A7%94%E5%93%A1%E6%9C%83&action=edit&redlink=1
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E8%A4%87%E8%A3%BD
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https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E7%B9%AA%E7%95%AB
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%B3%95%E8%80%81
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https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%9F%83%E5%8F%8A
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Unexpected Blessings Paul Johnston

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing
in Christ.” Ephesians 1:3

What is a blessing? One way to define it is a
wish for good things. That's what happens
when we bless people: we wish good things
for them. And we feel blessed when good
things come our way. The spiritual blessings
Paul describes in Ephesians 1 are very good
things indeed: adopted as children of God,
chosen to be holy and blameless in God’s
sight and given insight into God’s plan for the
ages. These are great things.

But those are spiritual blessings in eternity.
Does God bless us in our lives right now?
Certainly, but not always in ways we expect.

For example, Isaiah writes about how those
who wait for the Lord are blessed. They will
know His presence in their prayers. He will
guide them along the way. “He will also send
you rain for the seed you sow in the ground,
and the food that comes from the land will be
rich and plentiful. In that day your cattle will
graze in broad meadows.” Isaiah 30:23
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Ever thought of rain as a blessing? The
English proverb “into each life some rain must
fall” comes from a poem about how “some
days must be dark and dreary.” People look
forward to bright sunny days. They may even
look forward to days brightened by a
sparkling snowfall. But rain? When was the
last time the TV meteorologists said
something like “tomorrow is going to be the
rainy day we were all hoping for’? Usually
they say things like “we’ll be looking forward
to Thursday when the sun comes out again”.

But the Bible has lots of comments about how
the rain is a blessing from God. For example,
in the Law, God offers this promise: “If you
follow my decrees and are careful to obey my
commands, | will send you rain in its season,
and the ground will yield its crops and the
trees their fruit.” Leviticus 26:3-4

Psalm 147 says we should praise God
because “He covers the sky with clouds; he
supplies the earth with rain and makes grass
grow on the hills.” Psalm 147:8

Proverbs has this touching image: “When a
king’s face brightens, it means life; his favour
is like a rain cloud in spring.” Proverbs 16:15

And Jesus says loving our enemies makes us
like our heavenly Father who makes the “sun
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to rise on the evil and the good, and sends
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.”
Matthew 5:45

Praying for “good weather” usually means
praying for no rain, but is rain always “bad
weather”? A cartoon | saw many years ago
had the church secretary giving a message to
the pastor: “A group of farmers want to talk to
you about your prayer for sunny weather until
the church picnic on Saturday.”

It's easy to see the rain clouds in spring as a
disappointment: the ball game, the hike
through the park, the church picnic must be
cancelled — or at least postponed. So
disappointing! But later, when we see the
flowers or enjoy the produce, we look back
and remember those rains made these good
things possible. What felt like a hinderance
then turned out to be a good thing after all.
Sometimes we can only see a blessing by
looking back at it.

The message of Romans 8 is God is in
everything working for the good of His people.
This is surely one of the great spiritual
blessings. We may not see it now, but He
who promised is faithful, and He is doing
more than we can ask or imagine. He has
promised: “‘we are more than conquerors
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through him who loved us.” Romans 8:37 If
he can use a dreary rainy day to bless us,
who knows where else we might find His
blessing?

As Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “And God is
able to bless you abundantly, so that in all
things at all times, having all that you need,
you will abound in every good work.”

2 Corinthians 9:8

Praise God for His many blessings!
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Nothing Is Impossible Linda Liu

| love the hymn “Nothing Is Impossible” which
gives me great comfort in all life’s
circumstances. The year 2020 has been a
very special one. The COVID-19 pandemic
has greatly affected the norm of our life.
Many have to work at home. Schools are
closed. Students attend virtual learning at
home. Seniors are advised to stay home.
Social activities are limited. Businesses are
temporarily closed, etc. | pray God would
turn the gloomy situation around and give us
peace, hope and strength to overcome these
challenges in the months ahead.

| find Verse 3 of the hymn gives me great
encouragement in the midst of the pandemic
dilemma. The lyrics below are quoted from
Youth Hymns II-#46 (the red hymnbook):

“All things are possible,” this is His Word,
Receive it, ‘tis written for you.
Believe in His promises, God cannot fail;

For what He has said He will do.
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(Chorus) Nothing is impossible when you put your
trust in God;

Nothing is impossible when you 've trusting
in His word.

Hearken to the voice of God to thee:
“Is there anything too hard for me?”

Then put your trust in God alone and rest
upon His Word;

For everything, oh everything, yes
everything is possible with God!

As we celebrate the 31 anniversary of
MCPC this December, let us trace back the
steps of the building process which seemed
impossible in the beginning. But God is
faithful and His promise never failed. Let us
give thanks to Him.

September 9, 1979, Agincourt Mission was
founded, renting the facilities of Knox
Presbyterian Church on Sheppard and
Midland. Worship service was held at 2:30
p.m. on Sundays. Chinese schools also
started with classes held in the same
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premises on Saturdays. Only a few families,
with roughly twenty members supporting this
early and difficult ministry.

In 1986, with faith pledging of the Agincourt
Mission members, assistance from CPC
mother church, and the support of the
Presbytery, the land in Markham was
purchased with $430,000. Plans to build the
church followed but with surmountable
obstacles.

December 13,1989, the Presbytery approved
the Mission’s application to be an
independent church, named Markham
Chinese Presbyterian Church.

Spring 1990, construction work began. We
had to face huge construction costs, but God
led us through with His amazing provision.
CPC members pledged with faith, some
offered interest free loans. With tremendous
support of the Presbytery, construction
process began. God has started our church
from nothing, but with His promise, nothing is
impossible.
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February 23,1992, first worship service
began in the new building.

June 12, 2005, ground-breaking of Phase 2
and construction started.

May 2006, phase 2 was completed with a
gymnasium, a full basement, more
classrooms and a chapel for the expansion of
our church ministry.

How amazing and wonderful is His works!
May our church continue to lean on Him for
guidance and to spread the Gospel to bring
many to His Kingdom. May all glory be to
Him only!
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God Provided Phase 2 Brian Lee
A Gym & Classrooms for MCPC to Grow

The original MCPC completed in 1991
consisted of the Sanctuary, some office
space and the Fellowship Hall. As our church
family grew, we soon ran out of room for
Sunday School, fellowship activities, Chinese
School and meeting space. God provided us
with two old portable classrooms which we
bought from the Toronto District School
Board. We used it for a number of years for
Mandarin worship, Sunday School and
fellowship gatherings on Friday nights. We
had to brave the cold and snow in winter and
rain when we needed to get to the portables.
Little kids also had to go back and forth to the
washrooms in the main building.

God has blessed us with more children and
we were really running out of space for the
different Sunday School classes, so we
started renting rooms in the Armadale
Community Centre. Each Sunday morning,
rain or shine or snow, our Sunday School
teachers would take the little children across
Denison Street to their classrooms. This
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continued for a few years. The church
leaders could see that God blessed MCPC
with growth and we needed the resources to
accommodate this. What could we do when
we still owe a few hundred thousands from
the original construction? How could we
afford another $2 million for the expansion?

With faith and prayers, we started planning
for Phase 2. It was not an easy journey. Just
like the Israelites escaping from Egypt, we felt
lost. Some wanted to turn back. We all
grumbled and we had different opinions. We
had meetings late into the night with no
agreement. Our pride had prevented us from
letting God take charge. In the end, we were
all exhausted and we surrendered to God and
asked for His forgiveness. How true it is
when the Psalmist said, “Unless the Lord
builds the house, the builders labour in vain.”
We experienced this first-hand. There were
many testimonies of how God led MCPC
through these years of wilderness so that we
could experience His faithfulness and His
omnipotence. We learnt to rely on Him totally
and things that we never thought would
happen became a reality. In 2016, the whole
MCPC family celebrated the completion of the
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Phase 2 with a gym, a kitchen, many
classrooms and plenty of storage. No longer
do we need to walk over to Armadale
Community Centre. Let us thank God for His
faithfulness and His providence!

Adding a new wall behind the sanctuary
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The bginning of the ym cdhsffuétio

The basement was nearly completed
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shape

The new parking lot on the Hillcroft side
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The inside wall of the gym

The new 2™ floor classroom
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We are God’s Image Bearers

Wing K. Lam

In the Book of Genesis, we read that “God
created man in his own image, in the image
of God He created him: male and female he
created them.” (Genesis 1: 27). So,
physically, all human beings are God’s image
bearers.

For Christians, being God’s image bearers
has a different and deeper meaning. It means
we are God’s glorious image bearers, since
we are God’s children. When others see us,
we should reflect God’s holy attributes.

In 2 Corinthians chapter 3, we read, “And we,
who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s
glory, are being transformed into his likeness
with ever-increasing glory, which comes from
the Lord, who is the Spirit.” (2 Corinthians
3:18). In this verse, Paul is talking about
Christians’ unveiled faces. To understand the
meaning of “unveiled faces”, we have to turn
to the story in Exodus chapter 34. In this
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chapter, we read that upon his return from
Mount Sinai, Moses’s face shone with the
glory of being in the presence of God. This
was too much for the people to look at and he
had to cover his face with a veil. In the above
Bible verse, Paul states that through the work
of the Holy Spirit, we are given the freedom to
contemplate His glory with “unveiled faces”.
Furthermore, Paul points out the very
important fact that, since we are God'’s image
bearers, we must reflect Jesus Christ in our
lives.

In our daily living, we should grow within us
the fruit of the Holy Spirit which is “love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self contro
(Galatians 5:22). In doing so, we shall be able
to reflect Jesus who dwells in us. In our daily
contact with different groups of people - our
relatives, brothers and sisters in the church,
our friends and colleagues, we have to show
love and kindness to them.

I”

We should live a holy life, since God is holy.
On the negative side, we should not tell lies
or be dishonest in our conduct. On the
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positive side, we should treat all people fairly
and righteously. To the poor and needy
people, we must show generosity. | am
always deeply moved in my heart when | read
in Leviticus chapter 19 how God teaches His
people to treat the poor. “When you reap the
harvest of your land, do not reap to the very
edges of your field or gather the gleanings of
your harvest. Do not go over your vineyard a
second time or pick up the grapes that have
fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien.”
(Leviticus 19:9-10).

When we face problems and difficulties in our
life, we should exhibit our faith in God since
“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble.” (Psalm 46:1)

We should always rejoice in the Lord because
‘we do not have to be anxious about
anything, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your
request to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding will guard your
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”
(Philippians 4:4-7)
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Let all Christians remember that we are God’s
image bearers all the time. If we reflect the
holy attributes of God in our lives, we can, not
only bring glory to our Father, but also attract
non-believers to Him, as a result of our good
testimonies.
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